Anchor Sites
Houston ¢ Little Rock
New Orleans ¢ Oklahoma City

Mailing Address
2200 Fort Roots Drive, Bldg. 58 (16MIR/NLR)
North Little Rock, AR 72114
Phone: (501) 257-1223
Fax: (501) 257-1718

http://www.mirecc.va.gov/visn16/

U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

From the South Central MIRECC Director

In serving Veterans, the
Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) assumes a
broad mission, including
providing quality medical
and mental health
services and conducting
research on illnesses
common among Veterans.
Although effective
treatments exist for mental health disorders,
more research is needed to ensure that these
treatments are received by all Veterans.

To realize an improvement in Veterans’ mental
health care services, Congress created research
and education centers to address diagnosis and
treatment of mental illness and the means for
providing this service. These Mental Illness
Research, Education and Clinical Centers
(MIRECC:s) are charged with generating new
knowledge about the causes and treatments

of mental disorders, applying new findings on
which to model clinical programs, and widely
disseminating new findings through education
to improve the quality of Veterans’ lives and
daily functioning in their recovery from mental
illness.

Funded in 1998, The SC MIRECC was
conceived as a virtual center with multiple
anchor sites throughout the VA South Central
Network. Researchers and educators are
located at anchor sites, but programs developed

and offered by the SC MIRECC are available
across the entire Network, which covers a vast
area of 170,000 square miles, serving Veterans
in Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi,
and parts of Texas, Missouri, Alabama and
Florida. Approximately 1,900,00 Veterans live
in the Network and more than 35% of them use
VA services. The Network also has the largest
number of OEF/OIF Veterans and a high
percentage of rural and highly rural Veterans

We have worked to grow mental health
research and have played a leadership role in
ensuring that education on evidenced-based
mental health care interventions is supplied

to mental health providers throughout our
Network. I appreciate your interest in the South
Central MIRECC and invite you to learn more
about us by visiting our website at http://www.
mirecc.va.gov/visnlé/.

Mark E. Kunik, M.D., M.PH.
Director
South Central MIRECC
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Promoting equity in engagement, access, and quality of mental health care for Veterans
facing barriers to care, especially rural Veterans

The South Central (VISN 16) Mental Illness Research Education and Clinical Center (SC MIRECC)
mission is to promote equity in engagement, access, and quality of mental health care for Veterans
facing barriers to care, especially rural Veterans. The goals and objectives of the SC MIRECC
are intended to help us realize this mission and address the three primary underpinnings of all
MIRECCs: mental health care research, education and training of mental health care professionals,
and dissemination of findings and best practices. We offer opportunities to conduct or participate in
research, receive research training and mentoring, participate in a wide range of educational
activities, and receive funding to develop educational materials or interventions and

research projects. SC MIRECC program and service descriptions are detailed

below.

EDUCATION

SC MIRECC Communiqué and News Flash
Monthly electronic newsletter prepared and distributed by the
SC MIRECC Education Core.

SC MIRECC Website
Visit http://www.mirecc.va.gov/VISN16/index.asp for the
latest information on the SC MIRECC.

Clinical Education Grants Program (CEG)

Supports clinicians and educators in developing innovative
educational interventions or enhance current educational
materials or programs that support the SC MIRECC mission.

Clinical Education Products

CEG program products are offered by download or request at
no charge. Email Michael. Kauth@va.gov or visit http://www.
mirecc.va.gov/VISN16/clinicalEducationProducts.asp for
more information.

Mental Health Practice, Research and Education Portal
(MH PREP)

VA intranet Web site where providers can interact and access
the latest information on continuing education opportunities
and educational resources. Visit https://vaww.visn16.portal.
va.gov/SiteDirectory/mhp/default.aspx

CBOC Mental Health Rounds

VA Employee Education System-accredited virtual conference
held on the second Wednesday of each month from 8:00-9:00
AM for VA mental health providers. Recent topics include
working with couples, military sexual trauma, traumatic brain
injury, ethics, and mild cognitive impairment. This program is
expanding nation-wide.

RESEARCH

Pilot Study Research Program

Intended to increase both the quantity and quality of federally-
funded research designed to improve the delivery of services
by the VA, as well as help community partners better serve the
behavioral health needs of Veterans.

(MIDAS)
Centralized design, methodologic and analytic support for
investigators seeking intramural/extramural funding or

conducting pilot projects.

RESEARCH TRAINING

Training Residents in Psychiatry Scholarship (TRIPS)
Program

Awardees (PGY-II psychiatry residents ) are assigned a career
mentor, attend a career development workshop, and receive an
honorarium to attend a national meeting of their choice and/
or pay for books or tuition.

SC MIRECC Research Fellowships
Two-year postdoctoral training programs in Houston, TX and
Little Rock, AR to develop mental health research skills.

Grant Writing Scholars Program

Scholars receive didactic training and individualized
mentoring in developing applications for funding to agencies
such as VA Merit Review and the National Institutes of Health.

CLINICAL CARE

Consumer Advisory Board

Advises the SC MIRECC and VISN 16 Mental Health
Product Line on the development of educational programs
and improvement of clinical services to benefit and educate
Veterans, consumers, and their families.

LEADERSHIP

Director
Mark E. Kunik, M.D., M.PH.

Co-Director
Michael Kauth, Ph.D.

Associate Director for Education
Ali Asghar-Ali, M.D.

Interim Associate Director for Research
Jeffrey Pyne, M.D.

Associate Director for Research Training
Patricia Dubbert, Ph.D.

Associate Director for Improving Clinical Care
Kathy L. Henderson, M.D.

Houston Site Leader
Melinda Stanley, Ph.D.

Little Rock Site Leader
Jeffrey Pyne, M.D.

New Orleans Site Leader
Joseph Constans, Ph.D.

Oklahoma City Site Leader
Kristen Sorocco, Ph.D.
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