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1. Biographical Sketch 

• 2013-Present: Training Director, Psychology Postdoctoral Fellowship, VISN 19 
Mental Illness, Research, Education and Clinical Center (MIRECC), Denver, CO 

• 2012-Present: Co-Director, VA National Suicide Risk Management Consultation 
Program, VA Central Office Washington, DC 

• beeta.homaifar@va.gov; 1055 Clermont St, Denver, CO 80220; (303) 399-8020 
x6119 

 
2. Education  

• 1994-1998: B.A., Economics, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN 
• 1999-2005: Ph.D., Counseling Psychology, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 
• 2005-2008: Postdoctoral Fellowship in Advanced Psychology, VISN 19 

MIRECC, Denver, CO 
 

3. Academic Appointments 
• 2007-2009: Instructor, Department of Psychiatry, University of Colorado School 

of Medicine, Anschutz Medical Campus 
• 2009-2011 & 2012-Present: Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry, 

University of Colorado School of Medicine, Anschutz Medical Campus 
• 2012: Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry, Boston University 
• 2013-Present: Assistant Professor, Department of Physical Medicine and 

Rehabilitation, University of Colorado School of Medicine, Anschutz Medical 
Campus 

 
4. Hospital, Government, or Other Professional Positions 

• 2008-2011: Co-Director Eastern Colorado Health Care System (ECHCS) 
Consultation Service for Suicidal Veterans, VISN 19 MIRECC, Denver, CO 

• 2011-2012: Clinical Psychologist, Spinal Cord Injury Service, VA Boston 
Healthcare System, Boston, MA 

• 2012-2013: Assistant Training Director, Psychology Postdoctoral Fellowship, 
VISN 19 MIRECC, Denver, CO 

 
5. Honors, Special Recognitions and Awards 

 
6. Membership in Professional Organizations 

• 2011-present: APA Division 22, Rehabilitation Psychology, member 
• 2011-present: American Association of Suicidology, member 
• 2012-present: Military Suicide Research Consortium, research member 

mailto:beeta.homaifar@va.gov


• 2012-present: Association of VA Psychologist Leaders, member 
 

7. Major Committee and Service Responsibilities 
 
Local 
• 2008-2011 & 2012-Present: VISN 19 MIRECC: Education Committee, Denver, 

CO 
• 2008-2011 & 2012-Present: VISN 19 MIRECC: Psychology Postdoctoral 

Training Committee, Denver, CO 
• 2008-2011 & 2012-Present: ECHCS Psychology Internship Training Committee, 

Denver, CO 
• 2008-2011 & 2012-Present: ECHCS Acceptance and Commitment Therapy 

Consultation Peer Group, Denver, CO 
• 2010-2011: ECHCS Suicide Prevention Committee, Denver, CO 
• 2010-2011 & 2012-Present: ECHCS Evidence Based Psychotherapy Committee, 

Denver, CO 
 
National 
• 2008-2009: VA Blue Ribbon Panel Workgroup, Suicide Risk Assessment in 

Primary Care 
• 2010-2011: Health Executive Council Psychological Health/Traumatic Brain 

Injury Working Group, Joint VA/DoD Suicide Nomenclature/Data Taskforce 
• 2013-present: VA/DoD Suicide Prevention Training Workgroup, Defense Suicide 

Prevention Office 
• 2013-present: National VA Psychology Diversity Vtel Planning Committee 

 
8. Licensure and Board Certification 

• 1/11/08-Present: CO, Licensed Psychologist 
 

9. Inventions, Intellectual Property, and Patents Held or Pending 
 

10. Review and Referee Work 
• 2008-present: Reviewer for Suicide and Life Threatening Behavior 
• 2010-present: Reviewer for Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
• 2010-present: Reviewer for Rehabilitation Psychology 
• 2010-present: Reviewer for Journal of Rehabilitation Research and Development 
• 2012-present: Reviewer for Journal of Mental Health Counseling 
• 2012-present: Reviewer for Journal of Head Trauma Rehabilitation 
• 2012-present: Reviewer for Archives of Suicide Research 
• 2012-present: Reviewer for Early Career Reviewer (ECR) program at the Center 

for Scientific Review (CSR), National Institute of Health (NIH) 
• 2014: Poster Judge, University of Colorado School of Medicine MSA Capstone 

Presentations, Denver, CO 
• 2014: Poster Judge, American Association of Suicidology Annual Conference, 

Los Angeles, CA 



 
11. Invited extramural Lectures, Presentations, and Visiting Professorships 

Invited In-Person & Video-Teleconference (Vtel) Slide Presentations/Lectures 
 

• 9/16/14; 9/17/14; 9/18/14: Homaifar, B.Y. Introduction to National VA Suicide 
Risk Management Consultation Program: Lessons Learned.  Boston VA Medical 
Center Suicide Prevention Week.  Boston, MA. 

• 9/13/14: Homaifar, B.Y., Matarazzo, B., Barnes, S. Therapeutic Assessment of 
Suicide Risk in a VA Setting: Lessons Learned and Sample Case.  Paper 
presentation at Therapeutic Assessment Inaugural Conference. Austin, TX. 

• 7/9/14: Homaifar, B.Y. The use of Executive Functioning to Augment Standard 
Suicide Risk Assessment.   Vtel Lecture at University of Texas, Austin Social 
Work Program.  Austin, TX 

• 6/18/14: Wortzel, H., Homaifar, B.Y., Matarazzo, B.  Therapeutic Risk 
Management of the Suicidal Patient.   Vtel Lecture for the VA Advanced 
Fellowship Program in Mental Illness Research and Treatment Didactic Series.  
Seattle, WA; San Diego, CA; Salt Lake City, UT; Denver, CO; Little Rock, AK; 
Durham, NC; Richmond, VA; Baltimore, MD; West Haven, CT; Bronx, NY; 
Canandaigua, NY; Buffalo, NY 

• 5/7/14: Wortzel, H., Homaifar, B.Y., Matarazzo, B.  Therapeutic Risk 
Management of the Suicidal Patient.   American Psychiatric Association Annual 
Conference.  New York, NY 

• 5/29/14: Homaifar, B.Y., & Billera, M.  Conceptualizing Suicide Risk in 
Traumatic Brain Injury.  Vtel Lecture to South Central Texas VA Social Work 
Department. Houston, TX 

• 3/12/14: Homaifar, B.Y. & Bahraini, N. Intro to Middle Eastern Culture. Vtel 
Lecture for VA Psychology Diversity Committee Didactic Series. Palo Alto, CA; 
Salt Lake City, UT; Denver, CO; Tucson, AZ; Houston, TX; Biloxi, MS; Jackson, 
MS; New Orleans, LA; Columbia, MO; Milwaukee, MI; Salisbury, NC; West 
Haven, CT 

• 11/22/13: Homaifar, B.Y., Billera, M., & Bahraini, N. Conceptualizing Suicide 
Risk in Traumatic Brain Injury.  DoD/VA Clinical Approaches-System Dynamics 
Summit. Washington, DC 

• 10/15/13: Homaifar, B.Y. An Overview of Traumatic Brain Injury, Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder, and Suicide Risk: What Vocational Rehabilitation 
Specialists Need to Know. Vtel Lecture to vocational rehabilitation specialists. 
Denver, CO; Billings, MT; Buffalo, NY 

• 9/23/13: Homaifar, B.Y. National Suicide Risk Management Consultation 
Service. VISN 2 Mental Health All Staff Meeting. Buffalo, NY 

• 9/19/13: Homaifar, B.Y. Introduction to Therapeutic Risk Management of the 
Suicidal Patient and Augmenting Clinical Suicide Risk Assessment with 
Structured Instruments. Training for VISN 19 Suicide Prevention Coordinators. 
Denver, CO   

• 4/16/13: Homaifar, B.Y. & Wortzel, H. Suicide and Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder Conceptualization and Assessment. Vtel Lecture for National Center for 
PTSD.   400+ participants nationwide 



• 6/14/12: Homaifar, B.Y. Suicide and Spinal Cord Injury in the Veteran 
Population. Presentation to Spinal Cord Injury Service at West Roxbury VA 
Medical Center.  Boston, MA 

• 3/23/12: Brenner, L.A., Homaifar, B.Y., Bahraini, N., Harwood, J.  Executive 
Dysfunction and Suicide in United States Veterans. 9th World Congress on Brain 
Injury. Edinburgh, Scotland 

• 5/12/11: Homaifar, B.Y. Conceptualizing suicide risk and management of safety, 
An executive functioning framework.  Fifth Annual VA Maryland HealthCare 
System Suicide Conference.  Baltimore, MD 

• 11/10/10: Homaifar, B.Y. Suicide Among Military Personnel and Veterans: 
Emerging Data and Strategies for Prevention.  Suicide Prevention Coalition of 
Colorado.  Denver, CO 

• 9/23/10: Homaifar, B.Y. Self-Directed Violence Classification System.  Central 
Alabama Veterans Health Care System Suicide Prevention Awareness Training.  
Montgomery, AL 

• 8/14/10: Hibbard, M., Rudd, M.D., Homaifar, B.Y. Traumatic Brain Injury and 
Suicide - Risk, Screening, and Clinical Illustrations.  American Psychological 
Association Convention.  San Diego, CA 

• 5/14/10: Homaifar, B.Y. TBI 101, Psychopathology, and Suicide.  Boulder 
Mental Health Center.  Boulder, CO 

• 3/10/10: Brenner, L.A., Homaifar, B.Y., Huggins, J., Olson-Madden, J., 
Harwood, J., Corrigan, J., Costello, C., & Nagamoto, H. Traumatic Brain Injury 
Screening and Negative Psychiatric Outcomes in Veterans Seeking Mental Health 
Services.  8th World Congress on Brain Injury (International Brain Injury 
Association). Washington DC 

• 10/5/09: Homaifar, B.Y. Recovering from Suicidality.  Quarterly VA Southern 
Colorado Mental Health Council.  Colorado Springs, CO 

• 1/13/09: Homaifar, B.Y. Executive Dysfunction and Suicide: An Exploration of 
Risk Factors in Traumatically Brain Injured Veterans, Preliminary Data.  
DoD/VA Suicide Prevention Conference.  San Antonio, TX 

• 9/10/08: Homaifar, B.Y. Case Presentation, VISN 19 MIRECC Clinical 
Consultation Service.  Grand Rounds, University of Colorado, Department of 
Psychiatry.  Denver, CO 

• 8/15/08: Homaifar, B.Y., Olson-Madden, J. Conducting Suicide Consultations in 
a VA Outpatient Mental Health Clinic.  American Psychological Association 
Annual Convention.  Boston, MA 

• 4/14/07: Homaifar, B.Y. Aging with Traumatic Brain Injury, Costs and 
Utilization.  24th Annual Conference of the Brain Injury Association of Colorado.  
Vail, CO 

 
Selected Poster Presentations 
• 3/12/14: Homaifar, B.Y., Olson-Madden, J.H., Matarazzo, B.M., Huggins, J., 

Forster, J.E., Hostetter, T., Schneider, A.L., Nagamoto, H.T., Corrigan, J.D., & 
Brenner, L.A.  Use of a 1-item Traumatic Brain Injury Screen to Predict the 
Presence of Suicide Behavior Reports in Veterans’ Electronic Medical Records.  



University of Colorado School of Medicine Department of Psychiatry Junior 
Faculty Poster Session. Denver, CO 

• 3/20/13: Homaifar, B.Y., Olson-Madden, J.H., Matarazzo, B.M., Huggins, J., 
Forster, J.E., Hostetter, T., Schneider, A.L., Nagamoto, H.T., Corrigan, J.D., & 
Brenner, L.A.  Psychiatric Hospitalization and Outpatient Mental Health 
Utilization in a Sample of Veterans Screening Positive for TBI. University of 
Colorado School of Medicine Department of Psychiatry Junior Faculty Poster 
Session. Denver, CO 

• 3/16/11: Huggins, J., Homaifar, B.Y., Skopp, N.A., Reger, M., Gahm, G., 
Gutierrez, P., & Brenner, L.A. Suicide Prevention through the Transformation of 
Data into Information.  DoD/VA Suicide Prevention Conference.  Boston, MA 

• 6/6/09: Brenner, L.A., Betthauser, L.M., Homaifar, B.Y., Villarreal, E., 
Harwood, J.E.F., & Adler, L.E. The Association between Suicide-Related 
Behavior, Posttraumatic Stress Disorder and/or Traumatic Brain Injury.  
University of Colorado School of Medicine Department of Psychiatry Junior 
Faculty Poster Session.  Denver, CO 

• 6/7/07: Homaifar, B.Y., Brenner, L.A., Gutierrez, P., & Thompson, C. Aging 
with Traumatic Brain Injury, An Analysis of Beck Depression Inventory Scores. 
5th Annual Conference of the Academy of Clinical Neuropsychology.  Denver, 
CO 

• 4/14/07: Kemp, J., Brenner, L.A., Homaifar, B.Y. Suicide Prevention Strategies 
in TBI, Data from qualitative interviews. 40th Annual Conference of the 
American Association of Suicidology.  New Orleans, LA 

 
12. Teaching Record 

• 2002-2003: Teaching Assistant. University of Iowa Department of Psychology. 
Introduction to Clinical Psychology.  Iowa City, IA 

• 2002-2003: Co-Instructor. University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics Department 
of Orthopaedic Surgery. Cognitive-Behavioral Pain Management.  Iowa City, IA 

• 2005-2011 & 2012-Present: ECHCS Psychology Internship Seminar Leader. 
Crisis Intervention/Suicide Risk Assessment.  Denver, CO 

• 2013-Present: Course author.  National VA Psychology Training Council Library 
of Psychology Training Didactic Modules.  How to review a journal article.  
Accessible online 

• 2013-Present: Course author.  National VA Diversity Postdoctoral Training 
Workgroup.  Introduction to Middle Eastern Culture.  Accessible online 

• 2013-Present: Course author.  National Center for PTSD.  Suicide and Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder: Conceptualization and Assessment.  Accessible online 

 
13. Grant Support 

• 2015-2016: Rural VA Provider Perceptions of Safety Planning.  Accepted as part 
of the center application for the FY 16-18 Patient Safety Center of Inquiry on 
Suicide Prevention (PSCI-SP).  Principal Investigator: Beeta Homaifar, PhD.  
Co-Investigator: Jamie Pease, PhD.  $36,675.  September 2015-September 2016. 

• 2013-2015: A novel Approach to Identifying Behavioral and Neural Markers of 
Active Suicidal Ideation: Effects of Cognitive and Emotional Stress on Working 



Memory in OEF/OIF/OND Veterans. Granting institution: Military Research 
Suicide Consortium.  Co-Principal Investigators: Beeta Homaifar, PhD & 
Melissa Amick, PhD.  Co-Investigators: Regina McGlinchey, PhD, David Salat, 
PhD, Mike Esterman, PhD, Lisa Brenner, Ph.D., ABPP (Rp), Nazanin Bahraini, 
PhD, Jeri Forster, PhD.  $ 648,313.  September 2013-September 2015. Data 
collection underway. 

• 2012-2014: Window to Hope (WtoH): Pilot Study of an Active Control Problem 
Solving Therapy for Suicide Prevention (PST-SP) Among Veterans with 
Moderate to Severe TBI.  Granting institution: Military Research Suicide 
Consortium.  Co-Principal Investigators: Lisa Brenner, Ph.D., ABPP (Rp) and 
Grahame Simpson, Ph.D.  Co-Investigators: Teresa Ashman, Ph.D., Beeta 
Homaifar, Ph.D., Joshua Cantor, Ph.D., ABPP, Theodore Tsaousides, Ph.D.  
$112,469.79.  January 2013-January 2014.  Data collection underway. 

• 2010-2014: Executive Dysfunction and Suicide in Psychiatric Outpatients and 
Inpatients.  Granting Institution: VA Rehabilitation Research and Development, 
Merit Award.  Principal Investigator: Lisa Brenner, Ph.D., ABPP.  Co-
Investigators: Beeta Homaifar, Ph.D., Nazanin Bahraini, Ph.D., Jeri Harwood, 
Ph.D., Herbert Nagamoto, M.D.  $671,487.00.  April 2010-April 2013.  First 
manuscript underway. 

• 2009-2013: Use of a Traumatic Brain Injury Screen in a Veteran Mental Health 
Population: Prevalence, Validation, and Psychiatric Outcomes.  Granting 
Institution: Colorado Brain Injury Trust Foundation.  Principal Investigator: Lisa 
Brenner, Ph.D., ABPP.  Co-Investigators: Beeta Homaifar, Ph.D., Jennifer 
Olson-Madden, Ph.D., Joseph Huggins, M.A., Jeri Harwood, Ph.D., Herbert 
Nagamoto, M.D.  $322,574.96.  April 2009-April 2012. Data analysis completed.  
First two manuscripts published.  Third manuscript underway. 
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