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Case example: Working with a depressed client you ask her if she has ever had thoughts of 
killing herself. She says, “Well sometimes the thought pops into my head, but I would never 
do it because of the kids.” 









Case example: A patient’s mother finds him tearful and holding a 
knife to his wrist. He has already made a few small cuts. On his 
bed is a note stating, “I can’t go on like this. You’ll be better off 
without me.”  





SDV Term: Suicide Attempt, With Injury, Interrupted by 
Self/Other 





Case example: A  75-year-old veteran loses his wife to cancer. Within 
hours, he purchases ammunition for a handgun he has had for years 
and contacts his attorney asking to revise his will. His son asks him 
about these behaviors, and he refuses to answer, changing the 
subject. 









SDV Term: Suicidal SDV, Preparatory 



Thanks 
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