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Organizational News

Stacy Gavin joined the Philadelphia site as the new MIRECC (and CESATE) Administrative Officer.
Stacy is a Presidential Management Fellow (PMF) who graduated in May from St. Louis University with a
MPH (Health Policy) and a JD in Health Law. She received her undergraduate degree in Management
from Illinois State University. Prior to graduate school, she was a hotel administrator in charge of
Human Resources and Accounting in Bloomington, IL.

Randolph Scott-McLaughlin joined the Pittsburgh site as Research Assistant/Study Coordinator.
Randolph recently received his undergraduate degree in Psychology from Carnegie Mellon University.

Research Accomplishments/News

Steven Forman, MD, PhD (Pittsburgh Site PI) and Michael Thase, MD (Philadelphia Site PI): Grant
Awards, VA Cooperative Studies Program (CSP)

The Effectiveness of rTMS in Depressed Patients

VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System

Philadelphia VA Medical Center

This Cooperative Studies project (PI: Jerome Yesavage, MD, VISN 21 MIRECC) will evaluate the
efficacy, safety, and durability of benefits and the cost-effectiveness of repetitive Transcranial Magnetic
Stimulation (rTMS) in the resolution of Treatment-Resistant Major Depression (TRMD) with emphasis on
the unique VA population of depressed patients that are commonly comorbid for substance abuse and/
or Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).

Irene Hurford, MD: Grant Award, MIRECC Pilot Project
Cognitive Remediation for Schizophrenia

This pilot study will evaluate the effect on cognition and functional outcome in schizophrenia of a
cognitive remediation program delivered in the context of an existing Transitional Work Experience
(TWE) program at the PVAMC.
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Selected Education Activities

Recent Events:

VA National Mental Health Conference: Meeting the Diverse Mental Health Needs of Veterans:
Implementing the Uniform Services Handbook

MIRECC Staff were well represented at the VA National Mental Health Conference held in Baltimore, MD,
July 2009. Not only were numerous staff in attendance, the following presentations and posters were
facilitated by VISN 4 MIRECC staff:

Presentations:
Steven Sayers, PhD: Family and Veteran OEF/OIF Enhanced Outreach: A Collaborative VISN 4 and
VISN 6 Clinical Pilot Program.

David Oslin, MD: Treatment Outcomes from a Primary Care-Based Intervention Study: Telephone Care
Management for At-Risk Drinking.

Subhajit Chakravorty, PhD: Covariates of Sleep Quality in Alcohol Dependent Veterans.

Posters:
Correlates of Awareness of Medical Conditions Among Veterans with Severe Mental Iliness (C. Appelt,
S. Rao, J. Luther, G. Haas).

Predictors of Sleep Disturbances in OEF/OIF Veterans Reporting a Trauma (L. Gellis).

Buprenorphine and Methadone Opioid Agonist Therapy: Differences in Patient Enrollment Characteristics
Within a VA Medical Center (L. Matukaitis Broyles, S. Paidisetty, S. Forman, A. Gordon).

Poor Fronto-Limbic Connectivity: A Brain Endophenotype for Rapid Relapse to Cocaine? (3. Suh).

Treatment of Subsyndromal Depressive Symptoms in Middle-Age and Older Adults with Schizophrenia
with Citalopram: Effect on Functioning (3. Kasckow, N Lanouette, T Patterson, I Fellows, S Golshan, E
Solorzano, S Zisook).

Upcoming Events:

The Future of Home-Based Mental Health Care for the Elderly

An educational collaborative offered by the Geriatric Education Center of Pennsylvania (GEC/PA - a
consortium composed of the University of Pittsburgh, Penn State University, and Temple University )
in conjunction with the VISN 4 MIRECC and GRECC.

Program Dates:
Pittsburgh, September 11, 2009, William Pitt Student Union, University of Pittsburgh
Philadelphia, October 16, 2009, Student Faculty Center, Temple University

Details can be found on the website, http://www.wpic.pitt.edu/oerp/conferences.

For additional information or to receive a brochure, please contact Nancy Mundy at
mundynl@upmc.edu or (412) 802-6900.

6th Annual PADRECC/MIRECC Symposium on Neurodegenerative Diseases: The Interface of
Psychiatry and Neurology

Program Date: October 2, 2009, University of Pennsylvania

Details can be found on the website, www.med.upenn.edu/apps/cme_events#conferences.
Did you know... 2

...our MIRECC turns 10 years old this year!
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