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FDA Approves Vivitrol for Treatment of Opioid Dependence 

Monthly injections of naltrexone (Vivitrol) have been approved for treating alcohol dependence since 2006. This month, 
the FDA gave the go-ahead for marketing it as the first non-maintenance medication to treat opioid dependence. Read the 
full story here. 

Buprenorphine in the News 
Domestic and world news about buprenorphine 

Buprenorphine Expands Access to Addiction Treatment. Kristina Fiore. ABC News. October 12, 2010.  

Opioid substitution therapy being promoted in Manipur to check drug abuse. Aarti Dhar. The Hindu. October 3, 2010. 

Project defends its need to let clients take away lethal drug. Chantelle Rees. South Wales Evening Post. September 29, 
2010.  

Research Update 
Mouse-over for abstract 
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Upcoming Trainings 

December 1, 2010. Boca Raton, Florida. Sponsored by AAAP. Click here for more info.  

As always, the following web-based trainings are always available:  
  American Academy of Addiction Psychiatry (AAAP)  
  American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM)  
  American Psychiatric Association (APA)  

Frequently Asked Question:  
Is it feasible to treat patients who are homeless with buprenorphine? 

Yes. This is the conclusion from a pertinent study:  
 

“Despite homeless opioid dependent patients' social instability, greater comorbidities, and more 
chronic drug use, office-based opioid treatment with buprenorphine was effectively implemented in 
this population comparable to outcomes in housed patients with respect to treatment failure, illicit 
opioid use, and utilization of substance abuse treatment.”  

 
Alford, DP, et al. Treating Homeless Opioid Dependent Patients with Buprenorphine in an Office-Based Setting. J Gen 
Intern Med. 2007 Feb;22(2):171-176. 
 

Source: Buprenorphine Initiave in the VA Resource Guide 
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http://abcnews.go.com/Health/MindMoodNews/painkiller-addiction-approach-addicts-quit/story?id=11852465
http://www.hindu.com/2010/10/03/stories/2010100355061600.htm
http://www.thisissouthwales.co.uk/news/Project-defends-need-let-clients-away-lethal-drug/article-2695846-detail/article.html
http://www.racgp.org.au/afp/201008/38552
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http://www.buppractice.com/
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